
2018 CAMPAIGN SUMMARY



OVERVIEW
SPEAK! is a global campaign to help give a voice to everyone, 
everywhere.   

It has been created in response to the current global context, where 
citizens are facing increasing attacks on their fundamental freedoms, and 
a culture of division is turning many of us against each other.  

It seeks to raise awareness of these challenges, break down 
barriers, and build global solidarity.



SPEAK! 2017
PART 1:



The campaign culminated in 4 days of global action from 22-25 September, demonstrating the 
hope and power that comes when ordinary citizens unite across borders and “speak out” as one.  

There were 232 events held in 65 countries, with over 46,000 people participating and 
more than 7.5 million reached online.  

Silent protests were staged from Indonesia to Macedonia, the hashtag #TogetherWeSpeak 
trended from the Netherlands to Uganda, and songs of freedom and resistance rang out from 
Tunisia to Venezuela. 

The days of action came at a critical moment, as world leaders met in New York to mark the 2nd 
anniversary of the SDGs.

2017 SUMMARY





SPEAK! 2018
PART 2:



SPEAK! 2018 will focus on breaking down barriers 
between people and communities. 

Our theory of change is that it’s impossible to build true 
global solidarity if we can't first seek to understand those of 
different backgrounds or perspectives through constructive 
dialogue.  

Put simply, we can't expect to act together if we can't 
even get together. 

The official days of global action for 2018 will be Friday 16 - 
Sunday 18 November (coinciding with the International 
Day of Tolerance).

THEME: “SPEAKING WITH”



WHAT MIGHT IT LOOK LIKE?

Physical events (Days 2 & 3): 

•Public forums, featuring “courageous conversations” between high profile individuals 

•Mass dinners with speed dating style interactions, attended by unlikely guests

Digital participation (throughout October): 

•Video Skype calls between strangers, recorded and shared on social media 

•Live streaming of flagship events, with opportunities for online engagement

Day of silence (Day 1): 

•Social media blackout to highlight the stories of people who have been forcibly silenced 

•Encourage an attitude of gratefulness among those able to voice their dissent/disagreement



AN INVITATION
PART 3:



TAKE PART IN SPEAK! 2018
Is division and polarisation an issue in your community/country/region? 

Are you interested in organising an event/action that enables dialogue and builds understanding? 

Do you have a unique or creative idea for what your event could look like? 

If “yes”, please get in touch and let’s chat about how the SPEAK! team can help you 
bring your plans to life: speak@civicus.org 

mailto:speak@civicus.org


www.togetherwespeak.org 

#TogetherWeSpeak


